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Friends  Set  Goals 


ECISIONS  for  using 
some  of  the  funds  al- 
ready received  and  pro- 
posals for  future  dis- 
bursements were  dis- 
cussed at  the  first  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  Friends  of  the 
Sweet  Briar  College  Library  on  April 
26.  The  funds  now  exceed  $25,000 
in  book  values  and  cash  pledges. 

Purchases  of  out-of-print  books,  of 
source  materials  which  are  available 
in  reprint  or  on  microfilm,  and  of 
valuable  volumes  or  collections  which 
will  strengthen  present  holdings  were 
considered  to  be  of  primary  importance 
to  the  growth  of  the  library.  Items 
currently  available  but  too  expensive 
for  the  general  budget  will  also  be 
bought. 

The  Council,  with  Elizabeth  P. 
Prothro  presiding,  centered  its  dis- 
cussion on  the  purposes  of  the  organi- 
zation. It  was  reaffirmed  that  the  goal 
is  to  attract  gifts  or  bequests,  to  ac- 
quire materials  beyond  the  regular 
budget,  and  to  encourage  under- 
standing of  the  work  of  the  various 
branches  of  the  library.  Ruth  Bradley, 
acting  librarian,  spoke  of  the  value  of 
having  on  microfilm  complete  editions 
of  newspapers  that  cover  United  States 
history.  Miss  Bradley  recommended 
that  the  Council  consider  purchasing, 
at  some  time  in  the  future,  editions  of 
the  New  York  Times,  a  Virginia  news- 
paper and  one  centered  on  the  western 
United  States. 

Anne  G.  Pannell,  president  of  the 
college,  suggested  that  the  Friends 
concentrate     on     obtaining     materials 


concerned  with  Virginia  history  and 
the  world  of  women.  It  was  also 
decided  to  ask  departments  within 
the  college  to  survey  their  fields  and 
to  suggest  to  the  staff  those  gaps 
which  need  to  be  filled. 

The  Council  appropriated  $2100  for 
items  which  will  meet  the  current  de- 
mands of  students  and  faculty.  It 
also  allocated  $3500  to  be  added  to  the 
library  endowment  fund  started  by 
Time  magazine's  grant  of  $10,299.30. 
Time's  award  was  unrestricted  but 
first  consideration  was  to  be  given 
to  library  acquisitions. 

It  was  also  announced  that  a  news- 
letter will  be  published  periodically  to 
keep  members  abreast  of  activities  and 
acquisitions.  Other  publications,  such 
as  the  keynote  address  given  by  Dr. 
Harry  Ransom,  chancellor  of  the  Texas 
University  System,  will  also  be  sent 
as   the   occasion   warrants. 

Mrs.  Pannell  expressed  her  delight 
on  behalf  of  the  college  to  Mrs.  Prothro 
for  the  great  success  of  the  Friends. 


OFFICERS  ELECTED 

OFFICERS  of  the  Friends  of  the 
Sweet  Briar  College  Library 
who  were  elected  for  a  two- 
year  term  are  Mrs.  Charles  N.  Prothro, 
chairman,  Mr.  C.  Waller  Barrett,  vice- 
chairman,  Mr.  Peter  V.  Daniel,  treas- 
urer and  the  College  Librarian,  secre- 
tary. 


FIRST  APPROPRIATION  SPENT 

THE  titles  listed  here  ,  to  be 
purchased  with  the  initial 
appropriation  from  the  Friends, 
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cover  many  subject  areas.  Some  of 
these  will  improve  the  library's  present 
resources,  while  others  will  aid  in  the 
systematic  filling-in  of  research  files. 

British  Journal  for  the  Philosophy 
of  Science.   Back  files.         $194.20 

Catalogue  of  Japanese  Art  Objects 
registered  as  national  treasures  for 
the  years  1956-61.  $130.00 

British  Documents  on  the  origins 
of  the  war,  1898-1914,  eds.  Gooch 
and  Temper  ley.  $130.00 

Les  Maitres  Musiciens  de  la  Renais- 
sance Francaise.    23  vols.   $300.00 

Martineau,  Harriet.  Society  in 
America.    3  vols.  $50.00 

New  Catholic  Encyclopedia.     $450.00 

Physical  Chemistry,  an  Advanced 
Treatise.    10  vols.  $150.00 

Political  Science  Quarterly.  Micro- 
film ed,  vols.  11-42.  $212.00 

Pope,  Arthur  U.,  and  Ackerman, 
Phyllis.  Survey  of  Persian  Art. 
13  vols.  $300.00 

Van  Dyck ,  Antony.  Van  Dyck's 
Sketchbook,  ed.  Michael  Jaffe.  2  vols. 

$140.00 


New  Wing  Adds  Much 

HE  new  Charles  A.  Dana 
Wing  of  the  Mary  Helen 
Cochran  Library  opened 
on  April  26.  The  wing, 
with  room  for  68,000 
volumes,  will  bring  the 
total  capacity  of  the  library  to  ap- 
proximately 200,000.  The  present 
holding  is  122,000.  The  seating  ca- 
pacity of  the  library  and  its  branches 
has  also  been  enlarged  and  is  now 
calculated  at  498,  an  almost  unheard-of 
number  for  a  college  of  this  size. 

The  wing  is  on  four  levels:  the 
main  floor,  which  is  a  combined  staff 
workroom  for  book  processing  and 
student  bibliographical  center,  and 
three  levels  of  stacks'.  One  of  the 
features  is  the  new  study  carrels. 
Fourteen  of  these  carrels  are  closed 
and  eight  can  be  locked.  Students 
working  on  honors  projects  will  have 
preference  in  electing  carrels.  Other 
locked  carrels  will  be  used  by  in- 
structors who  are  doing  private  re- 
search. 


The  wing  also  has  two  smoking 
areas,  an  outdoor  reading  terrace,  an 
informal  lounge  area  and  two  small 
conference  rooms.  The  Kellogg 
Library,  which  combines  an  educa- 
tional library  and  a  children's  library, 
has  been  moved  from  the  basement  of 
Benedict  to  the  lower  level  of  the  main 
building. 

The  rare  book  room  is  now  housed 
in  the  area  formerly  occupied  by  the 
Carry  Nature  Sanctuary,  with  the 
Sweet  Briar  archives  in  a  room  ad- 
joining. 


Specific  bequests  that  have  already 
been  presented  to  the  Library  as  a 
direct  result  of  the  organization  in- 
clude: 

Levi,  Wendell  M.  The  Encyclo- 
pedia of  Pigeon  Breeds.  A  de- 
finitive work,  in  full  color,  by  a 
noted  pigeon  authority.  Donated 
by  Mr.  Levi. 

Livy.  A  three  volume  set,  bearing 
the  imprint  of  Elzevir  of  Amster- 
dam, printed  in  1678-9.  Donated 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  Cowen. 

Rickett,  Harold  W .,  (ed.).  Wild 
Flowers  of  the  United  States.  A 
five  volume  set  which  will  cover 
all  the  wild  flowers  in  the  United 
States.  Donated  by  the  Sweet 
Briar  Alumnae  Association  in 
honor  of  Mrs.  Prothro's  devotion 
in  organizing  the  Friends. 

Smallwood,  Marilu  B.  Related  Royal 
Families.  The  fourth  volume  of 
southern  genealogy,  to  be  added 
to  our  collection  on  southern 
history.  Donated  by  Mrs.  Small-, 
wood. 


8 

i 
i 
i 


m 


i 

I 
i 


^B5%fm&£&^^^^^&$^^^^^^^^^®^8^^- 


i 


1 


I 
I 

I 

1 
I 

I 

i 
m 


~\ 


Members  and  Their  Interests  Varied 

THE  membership -of  the  Friends 
now  stands  at  194.  Members 
include  alumnae,  parents, 
faculty  and  staff  members,  students 
and  others,  including  the  Chief  Librar- 
ian of  the  British  Museum.  Of  this 
number,   115   are  alumnae. 

About  fifty-percent  of  the  members 
have  indicated  their  interest  in  special 
areas,  although  no  one  has  said  that 
their  books  actually  constitute  a 
collection.  The  areas,  with  history 
leading  the  list,  include  all  the  liberal 
arts  as  well  as  the  South,  Virginia,  wild 
flowers,  medicine,  antiques  and  the 
Imprints  of  Jacob  Tonson. 

One  alumna  member  of  the  class 
of  1950,  whose  husband  is  in  the 
diplomatic  corps,  will  send  books  from 
the  area  in  which  they  are  stationed. 
At  present,  the  couple  is  in  Kuala 
Lumpur,  Malaysia. 
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Miscellany 


FOR  the  information  of  those 
Friends  who  might  wish  to  aid 
the  Library  in  areas  outside 
the  book  collections,  it  should  be  noted 
that  the  Rare  Book  Room  and  the 
outside  reading  terrace  are  in  need  of 
furniture.  Dust-proof  slips  for  fine 
and  rare  books  are  also  needed. 


Dear  Friends  of  the  Sweet  Briar 
College  Library: 

Two  of  the  special  joys  of  my  "Sweet 
Briar  Year"  have  been  to  witness  the 
completion  of  the  new  Dana  Wing 
of  the  Mary  Helen  Cochran  Library, 
and  to  be  made  aware  of  the  unusual 
devotion  of  Sweet  Briar  friends  to 
their  library.  The  resources  of  this 
library  reflect  the  active  interest  and 
support  of  the  administrations  of  this 
college  on  a  long  and  continuing  basis. 
It  is  a  book  collection  carefully  built 
to  support  the  curriculum.  To  have, 
now,  the  added  support  of  Friends 
forecasts  not  merely  an  adequate 
library,  but  a  great  one. 

Few  academic  libraries  are  privileged 
to  show  to  their  students  such  a  superb 
collection  of  printed  materials  as  the 
Elizabeth  Perkins  Prothro  Bible  Col- 
lection, which  was  on  exhibit  in  the 
new  Dana  Wing  of  the  Mary  Helen 
Cochran  Library  April  20  through 
June  7.  It  was  a  librarian's  dream — 
a  serendipity  I  shall  cherish  from  this 
year. 

Ruth  Bradley 
Acting  Librarian 


A  FULL  DIRECTORY  OF  MEMBERS  AND  THEIR 
ADDRESSES  IS  BEING  PREPARED.  It  WILL  BE 
SENT   AS    SOON   AS    IT   IS    COMPLETED. 
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